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NEW RED CROSS EVENT CELEBRATES ARMED FORCES
Yellow Ribbon Ceremony planned to welcome troops home

(FINDLAY, OH, AUGUST 9, 2010) The American Red Cross Hancock County Chapter is ending the summer with a BASH.  The Barbeque And Service members Homecoming is a new fundraising event for the Chapter and will be held from 3-11 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 18, at Bender’s Country Hall, 3881 Co. Rd. 140, Findlay.  

According to Executive Director Todd James, the event is a celebration of Red Cross Service to the Armed Forces and military families. 

The highlight of the BASH, says James, will be the Armed Forces Family Network Yellow Ribbon Ceremony. “This will be the first Yellow Ribbon Ceremony in Hancock County, honoring the veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. We want to welcome them home and thank them for their service.  We will also be honoring our local military families for the sacrifices they make while their loved ones serve our country.”  

“We are doing a M*A*S*H-style party complete with our own Camp Clara Barton,” said James. “We want everyone to feel like they’re at the 4077th, so we’ll have a USO-style show with local performers and live music from Exploit and Willful Blindness. From 3-8 p.m., Texas Roadhouse will be serving meals in the Mess Hall. We’ll have The Swamp in one tent, with beer, wine and games of chance for adults and we’ll have activities for the kids in Radar’s tent.” 

There also will be a display of military vehicles and informational displays by local veterans and service organizations, and raffle tickets will be on sale to win a pair of tickets to this year’s OSU/Michigan football game, donated by State Representative Cliff Hite.

The Red Cross is seeking information on veterans of OIF and OEF and their families so they can be invited to the ceremony. Any veteran of those operations or their families and the families of those currently serving can contact Nichole Coleman, Coordinator of Service to Military Families, at armedforces@hancockredcross.org or by calling (419) 422-9322 ext 226.  Include the service member’s name, branch of service, unit, base and if he or she served in OEF or OIF. Also include contact information for any service member’s family who would like to attend the event.  

James says the Chapter plans to make the BASH and the Yellow Ribbon Ceremony annual events.  “Our plan this year was to create two signature events that the community could look forward to as fun events and ways to support the Hancock County Red Cross and the services we provide; disaster relief, health and safety training, blood services and of course our Service to the Armed Forces and military families.  A Night at the Oscars was the first event, and it was a great success. We think the BASH will be just as successful and just as much fun.”

Tickets for the Hancock County Red Cross BASH are $15, which includes a meal from Texas Roadhouse, live entertainment, family activities and the Yellow Ribbon Ceremony.  Tickets are available at www.hancockredcross.org, at the Chapter office at 125 Fair St. in Findlay or by calling (419) 422-9322.  
About the American Red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.hancockredcross.org or join our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/hancockcountyredcross.
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